SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 2 MAY 2021 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............455 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on 
HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is 
relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded 
from the League website at www.sarl.org.za while the text bulletin can be down- 
loaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin.wordpress.com/. To join the Mailchimp 
bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 


A 15% VOTE IS NOT GOING TO BE ACHIEVED FOR THE 2021 SARL 
AGM MOTIONS 


THE SARL ADDRESSES TYPE APPROVAL ISSUES. 

and 

MORE TIME TO TAKE PART IN THE WAZS 5 MHZ CHALLENGE 
Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 


A 15% VOTE IS NOT GOING TO BE ACHIEVED FOR THE 2021 SARL 
AGM MOTIONS 


Looking at the rate of voting for the 2021 AGM Motions, it is doubted if the 
required 15% is going to be reached to approve Motion 7: Additional Member- 
ship Category: Family Membership; and Motion 8: To review the criteria for 
determining which members may register and vote at meetings convened by the 
SARL. At the time of recording this bulletin, the voting percentage was 9%. 


The voting for the 2021 AGM Motions opened at 00:01 CAT on Saturday 24 
April 2021 and will close at 23:59 CAT on Monday 3 May 2021. Go to the public 
voting page www.sarl.org.za/Web3/ElectronicVoting/Default.aspx to cast your 
vote. You need to click on the box ”I confirm that I have read and fully under- 
stand the Motions listed above.” Then sign in with your call sign and password. 
The voting options for each motion are ”Yes” or ”No” or ”Abstain.” Follow the 
instructions on the voting page and submit your vote. You will receive an e-mail 
confirming that you have voted. 


ANTIQUE WIRELESS ASSOCIATION VALVE SSB QSO PARTY TODAY 


The aim of the AWA Valve QSO party is to create activity on the 40 and 80 
metre bands. It is a phone only contest using AM and SSB. Preferably, valve 
radios or radios with valves in them may be used. No linear amplifiers may be 


used. The SSB QSO Party takes place from 13:00 to 17:00 UTC (15:00 to 19:00 
CAT) this afternoon, Sunday 2 May. Activity is on 40 metres: 7 063 kHz to 7 
100 kHz and 7 130 kHz to 7 200 kHz and 80 metres: 3 603 kHz to 3 650 kHz. 
The exchange is your call sign, a RS report, a consecutive serial number starting 
at 001 and the type of radio used, for example, HT37 TX. The log sheets must 
be submitted by Friday 7 May 2021 to andyzs6ady@vodamail.co.za. 


THE SARL ADDRESSES TYPE APPROVAL ISSUES. 


Last week the SARL facilitated a virtual meeting to receive input for the SARL 
response to ICASA on the draft Equipment Authorisation Regulations, collo- 
quially referred to as the Type Approval Regulations. The final comment date 
is mid-May. Participants were asked to submit their responses in writing to 
artoday@sarl.org.za by Monday 3 May. The SARL will develop a draft docu- 
ment based on the input and discussions to date. A further meeting will be held 
on the BlueJeans platform on Thursday 6 May at 20:00 to review the draft and 
receive more input. To join the discussion, send an email to artoday@sarl.org.za. 
The draft regulation can be downloaded from the home page on www.sarl.org.za 
The final draft will be communicated on the SARL website. 


HF ASSESSMENT FOR THE MAY RAE 


The May RAE will be written on Saturday 22 May and the candidates need 
to complete the HF Assessment before taking the exam. Please listen out for 
Clubs running the assessments and give the candidates the required QSOs they 
need. Saturday and Sundays are the best time for these assessments. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
MORE TIME TO TAKE PART IN THE WAZS 5 MHZ CHALLENGE 


The closing date for the 5 MHz Worked All ZS challenge has been extended to 
31 July 2021. This will give radio amateurs an opportunity to take advantage 
of the winter season propagation on 5 MHz. To date 3 applications have been 
processed. 


The SARL is challenging radio amateurs to use the 60 metre band and work 
towards the SARL Worked All ZS award. The Worked All ZS series of awards are 
available to all radio amateurs and short-wave listeners. Applicants must prove 
two-way contacts (or SWL reports) with at least 100 South African call signs. 
The 60 m WAZS award will carry a special ”worked on 5 MHZ” endorsement. 
The call signs must represent the different call areas as per the WAZS rules as 
follows: ZS1 16 contacts; ZS2 8 contacts; ZS3 1 contact; ZS4 6 contacts; ZS5 13 
contacts and ZS6 56 contacts. 


Radio Amateurs are encouraged to give genuine signal reports as the data will 
be processed and will make part of a study of propagation of the 60-metre band. 
Each application must show the date, time, frequency, power used, both call 
signs, and the given and received accurate signal reports. All applications for 
the special 60 Metre Worked All ZS award received by the extended date of 


31 July 2021 will participate in the draw for a 2021 ARRL handbook. For 
application details visit www.zs6p.com/SARL_Awards_ Directory. 


"UNLOCKING AMATEUR SPACE TECHNOLOGY” CALL FOR PAPERS 


In view of the continuing uncertainty about the Covid-19 pandemic, the AMSAT 
SA annual space symposium will be a virtual event on the BlueJeans platform. 
The date is Saturday 10 July 2021 starting at 08:00 UTC. The theme of the 
symposium is ”Unlocking Amateur Space Technology”. The symposium will 
focus on amateur satellites, weak signal communication, space weather and 
allied sciences. 


This is the first call for papers proposals. Prospective authors are invited to 
submit proposals in the form of a brief description of the subject to be covered 
in their paper by not later than 15 May 2021. Submit proposals in word format 
to admin@amsatsa.org.za. Authors will be advised on 20 May of the acceptance 
of their paper. The final paper will be required by 30 June 2021. 


CLUB NEWS 


It was mentioned in the SARL News of 4th April, that the Hibiscus Coast 
ARC is busy with the erection of a voice repeater on the frequency of 145,7375 
MHz. The preparatory work is now complete, and they hope to complete the 
commissioning of it, as soon as the rains allow them to, during the next few 
weekends. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at low 
levels. There are currently three sunspot regions with simple magnetic configu- 
rations visible. No solar flaring activity is expected. If you want to do your own 
frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will 
be around one. The 12 to 30 m bands may, especially during the late afternoons, 
provide some good DX fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za 
for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 


Today — The AWA Valve SSB QSO Party and closing of the ZS POTA Activity 
3 May - Provincial Schools re-open and voting closes on AGM Motions. 

8 and 9 May — The SARL VHF/UHF Digital contest 

9 May — Mother’s Day 

12 May — The Early Morning Coffee Sprint 

16 May — the ZS3 Sprint 

19 May — the SARL 80 m Club Sprint 


22 May — the Radio Amateur Examination 
29 and 30 May — the CQ WPX CW Contest 
To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


Looking at the rate of voting for the 2021 AGM Motions, it is doubted if the 
required 15% is going to be reached to approve Motion 7: Additional Member- 
ship Category: Family Membership; and Motion 8: To review the criteria for 
determining which members may register and vote at meetings convened by the 
SARL. At the time of recording this bulletin, the voting percentage was 9%. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to be included in the bulletin should reach the news team no later 
than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio pro- 
gramme, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard 
on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by 
courtesy of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments, and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Dennis Green, ZS2B, edited 
by Dave Reece, ZS1DFR and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


